A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
upon the throne. Edward was made to recite the illegitimacy of
his half-sisters Mary and Elizabeth (they were still illegitimate by
law, for Henry had made them so), but in the original draft of the
will Lady Jane was not made heir to the throne; only her sons
(should any be born) were made heirs. However, Northumber-
land changed the phrase so that Lady Jane herself was made
heir.1 There would then rule England, after Edward's approach-
ing death, a new dynasty, the dynasty of Dudley. Parliament
had not yet met, but the judges in anticipation of it accepted
the King's new will, and the instrument was signed in the same
month by the Council, Cecil's name among them as Secretary,
and Cranmer's at the head of the list. Mary was sent for at the
end of June 1553—had she come to court she would have been
imprisoned and probably killed.
The Death of Edward.    But a week later, on Thursday,
July 6, 1553, in the evening, young Edward died.
MARY
Third Great Popular Rising for Catholicism. After
Edward's death the Council passed the night preparing to change
the dynasty, for if Mary were to succeed in the place of Lady
Jane Grey (who was now the heiress by law, for, though Parlia-
ment had not met, the judges had accepted her, and the King's
will agreed to by the Council was sufficient) all the new revolu-
tionary system would crumble. Their action in supporting the
change of dynasty would make them traitors liable to death, and
their huge new fortunes would also be ultimately imperilled,
for the looting of the Church might be partially revoked.
Luckily for Mary Tudor, some one on the Council cautiously
hedged, and secretly sent her word of her brother's death.
Mary was now a woman of thirty-seven, stunted in figure,
suffering from very bad health, with a head too large for her
body and a deep, harsh, uncouth voice, but a gentle manner.
She was, however, full of decision, and it was a question of
saving her life. She rode that same Thursday night almost as
far as Cambridge, and by Sunday she was at Kenning Hall.
From there she wrote to the Council, insisting that she was
1 Northumberland did it cleverly by altering one letter and adding two
wocds. The phrase ** Lady Jane's heirs male " became " Lady Jane and her
ue$irs male.
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